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Journeying with others
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relationship with Jesus Christ
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& CO MMIT ME NT S
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Poplar Creek Church is not aligned with
any particular denominational philosophy
or confession. Our spiritual health and
consistency is guided, guarded, and
governed by our Shepherds (Elders) on
whose spiritual maturity and experience
we depend to stay biblically centered.
However, in order to gain a sense of who
we are, the following core biblical beliefs
and commitments are explained. These
constitute the guiding principles of our
teaching, ministry, and life.
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We believe the entire Bible is the inspired
Word of God and that men were moved by
the Spirit of God to write the very words of
Scripture. Therefore, we believe the Bible is
without error.

We believe
the whole
Bible to be
the inspired
and infallible
Word of God.

T HE BIBLE

We believe the Bible, composed of the Hebrew
Scriptures and New Testament, as inspired
of God, the supreme and final authority in the
Christian faith and life. We submit ourselves to
carrying out our mission under this authority
and seek to apply biblical principles to all
facets of human aspiration and action.

2 Timothy 3:16, 17
2 Peter 1:20, 21
Matthew 5:18
John 16:12, 13
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T H E T R IN I T Y
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God is one
“What”
and three
“Whos” with
each “Who”
possessing all
the attributes
of Deity and
personality.

We echo the Nicene Creed in our belief in
one triune God, eternally existing in three
distinct persons—Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit—coeternal in being, coeternal in
nature, coequal in power and glory, and
having the same attributes and perfections
Deuteronomy 6:4
2 Corinthians 13:14
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eternal Son of God, became man without
ceasing to be God, having been conceived
by the Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin
Mary, in order that He might reveal God
and redeem sinful man (John 1:1, 2, 14; Luke
1:35). We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ
accomplished our redemption through His
death on the cross as a representative,
vicarious sacrifice. (Rom. 3:24; 1 Peter 2:24;
Eph. 1:7; 1 Pet. 1:3-5).
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We are rigidly
focused on
the centrality
of Christ, His
divine nature,
His saving
purpose and
His role as
Savior and
Lord in the life
of those who
believe in him.

J E SU S

We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ, the
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J E SU S

We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ,
after His death, physically returned to
life, ascended into heaven and is now
exalted at the right hand of God, where, as
our High Priest, He fulfills the ministry of
representative, intercessor,
and advocate.
Acts 1:9, 10
Hebrews 7:25, 9:24
Romans 8:34
1 John 2:1-2
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We believe in the present ministry of the
Holy Spirit by whose indwelling every
Christian is able to live a godly life.
We believe that the Holy Spirit is a member
of the Godhead and a person who convicts
the world of sin, of righteousness, and of
judgment; and that He is the supernatural
agent in regeneration, baptizing all believers
into the body of Christ, indwelling them and
sealing them unto the day of redemption.

We believe in
the present
ministry of
the Holy Spirit
by whose
indwelling
every Christian
is able to live
a godly life.

HO LY SPIR IT

We hold that the Holy Spirit, who, as an integral
part of faith, drives our gifted nature, directs
our personal growth and sustains a living faith.

John 16:8-11
2 Cor. 3:6
1 Corinthians 12:12-14
Romans 8:9
Ephesians 5:18
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T HE C H U R C H

The church
is currently
God’s primary
means for
accomplishing
His mission in
the world.

We affirm that the Church is a unit with
many parts, forming one body (1 Cor.
12:12). The Church is a spiritual organism
and the body of the followers of Jesus,
inclusive of persons of all cultures, races
and nationalities. We value and seek to unite
with local congregations in establishing the
Kingdom of God and carrying out the work
of Jesus. The purpose of the church is to
glorify God by loving him and by making him
known to the world.
We also hold to the belief that Jesus Christ
is the Lord and Head of the Church and the
true Senior Pastor.
Ephesians 1:22
Colossians 1:18
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Because of our sinful nature and resulted
alienation from God, Jesus died and rose
in order to save humanity. Humans are
incapable of holiness and perfect love
without the sacrifice of Jesus.

People were
created in
the image of
God to have
fellowship
with Him.

HU MA N IT Y

We believe that people are created in the
image of God (imago dei) to have fellowship
with him and are created to love and to
be loved. We also believe that humanity is
fallen with a radical propensity to sin, and
of himself is utterly unable to remedy his
lost condition.

Genesis 1:26, 27
Romans 3:22, 23, 5:12
Ephesians 2:1-3, 12
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T H E H O PE

We believe
that the blood
of Jesus
Christ, shed
on the cross,
provides
the sole
basis for the
forgiveness
of sin through
the free gift
of grace.

We believe that the blood of Jesus Christ,
shed on the cross, provides the sole basis
for the forgiveness of sin. Therefore, God
freely offers salvation by grace to those
who place their faith in the death and
resurrection of Christ as sufficient payment
for their sin.
Ephesians 2:8-10
John 1:12
Ephesians 1:7
1 Peter 1:18-19
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BAPTISM: A CELEBRATION OF UNION
We practice believers baptism by
immersion, a celebratory declaration of
a person’s unity with Christ, evidenced
in this ‘living picture’ of the death, burial
and resurrection.
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We believe
that water
baptism
and the
Lord’s
Supper are
ordinances
to be
observed
by the
Church
during this
present
age.

BA PT ISM &
L O R D ’ S SUPPE R

We believe that water baptism and the Lord’s
Supper are ordinances to be observed by the
Church during this present age.
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BA PT ISM &
L O R D’ S SU PPE R

We believe
that water
baptism
and the
Lord’s
Supper are
ordinances
to be
observed
by the
Church
during this
present
age.
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THE LORD’S SUPPER:
A CELEBRATION OF COMMUNITY
We honor the divinely instituted practice of
communion and offer it openly for all people
who consider themselves part of God’s
family. We offer communion in all weekend
services in a variety of ways.
Matthew 28:13
Acts 8:36-39
Acts 16:31-33
1 Corinthians 11:23-25
Acts 22:16
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We believe that humanity is created for
community. God is a community, a Trinity, a
plurality of oneness. And we are created in
that image. Jesus modeled this community
with His disciples, as He lived and as He sent
them out and taught them to live. We wish
to return to the community like that of the
early church in Acts 2:42-47 and Acts 4:3235. We believe that in this type of community,
reconciliation happens. God is establishing a
new community, a new Kingdom.

We believe
that humanity
is created for
community.

C O MMU N IT Y

God—as Father, Son and Holy Spirit—exists
in eternal community. Poplar Creek Church
seeks to participate in that community
through corporate worship and consistent
fellowship, following Jesus’ great command
to love both God and neighbor.

And because the gospel is ultimately about
humanity being restored to God’s community,
only through practicing community will
individuals grow fully in the grace and
knowledge to be found in Jesus. Furthermore,
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C O MMU N IT Y

We believe
that humanity
is created for
community.

it is through community that a fragmented
world can best witness the power of the
gospel and the nature of God’s work. As
a culture of confession, transformation,
friendship, forgiveness, justice, power, and
love springs up in the lives of normal people,
those who don’t know Christ will be compelled
to ask what is happening.
And the answer to their questions? It’s that
the Spirit of God is abiding in Christ’s people at
Poplar Creek Church as a temple, transforming
every person together into the image of a
communal God whose nature overflows to the
world with faith, hope, and love.
Acts 2:42
Rom 12:9-10
Ecc 4:12
Gal 6:12
Ps 133:1
Phil 2:1-3
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We believe
that God can
and does
work miracles
and answers
prayer.

PR AYE R

We believe that God can and does work
miracles and answers prayer. We encourage
a life of spiritual disciplines including
prayer, Bible intake, journaling, spiritual
mentoring, faith-building stewardship,
corporate and personal worship, fellowship
and evangelism. These disciplines, when
integrated into the Christian life will spur
growth, develop maturity and deepen faith.

Ephesians 6:18
Colossians 4:2-4
Ps 37:7
Ps 145:18
1 Thes 5:16-18
Mark 11:24
Phil 4:6-7
Luke 6:12
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LO VE

Ultimately, our
mission is to
love—to love
God and to
love people.

We recognize the mystery of love.
Ultimately, our mission is to love—to
love God and to love people. This is the
greatest commandment, embodying God’s
law. All sin stems from not loving God or
not loving people. Loving God and loving
people are intricately connected and
utterly inseparable. We also acknowledge
that pure love is God. The greatest act of
love is introducing someone to Love, in the
person of Jesus.
Gal 5:13
Romans 5:8
1 John 3:1
1 John 4:7
Matthew 5:43-48
Luke 10:27
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Romans 12:1-8
2 Corinthians 13
1 Peter 4:10-11
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We believe
that God is
sovereign
in the
bestowing
of spiritual
gifts.

T HE MIN IST R Y AND
SPIR IT U A L G IF TS

We believe that God is sovereign in the
bestowing of spiritual gifts. It is, however,
the believer’s responsibility to attempt to
develop their sovereignly given spiritual
gift(s). We also believe that particular
spiritual gift(s) are neither essential (proving
the presence of the Holy Spirit), nor an
indication of a deep spiritual experience
(1 Cor. 12:7, 11, 13; Eph. 4:7-8). We believe it
is the privilege and responsibility of every
believer to minister according to the gift(s)
and grace of God given to him/her.
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W HAT D O E S PC C
B E LIE VE A BO U T THE
C HR IST IA N LIF E ?
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We believe all Christians should live for
Christ and not for themselves. By obedience
to the Word of God and daily yielding to the
Spirit of God, every believer should mature
and be conformed to the image of Christ.

www.poplarcreek.com

PC C VISIO N
& VA LU E S

The book of Acts portrays the result of
Jesus’ life and ministry in the actions of
His followers and their new community,
the church. Filled with the promised Holy
Spirit of God, this community began to
represent Jesus’ kingship and kingdom to
the world. Living by Kingdom Values based
on their intimate knowledge of Christ, the
church was able to live out a love and
unity unheard of in the wider world.
Although the values held by the early church
manifest differently according to specific
times and culture, their general applications
are not bound by history or geography.
The following vision and values attempt
to summarize Kingdom priorities that will
always yield new life and blessing to people
who purpose to live in and through them.

630.483.1000
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PC C VISIO N
& VA LU E S

Our vision and values are central and
essential qualities of our existence.
They embody who we are – serving
to communicate our unique DNA and
represent powerful convictions that
permeate everything we do as a church.
WE SEEK TO LIVE CHRIST–CENTERED LIVES:
Jesus Christ and His Gospel are the foundation of all we do.

How is your life growing toward Christ-likeness?
WE SUBMIT TO THE AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE:
God has spoken to us through the Bible and we recognize
it as the final authority for our lives.

How are your priorities consistent with Scripture?
WE PURSUE INTIMACY WITH GOD
AS HE PURSUES INTIMACY WITH US:
God desires an intimate relationship with each of us.

How is your relationship with God growing?
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Accountability, belonging, care, and spiritual growth happen
best with relationally connected believers.

Are you in a community group?
WE ARE PASSIONATELY RELATIONAL:
God’s message of forgiveness through Christ is most
effectively conveyed within the context of personal
relationships.

In whom are you investing?

PC C VISIO N
& VA LU E S

WE ARE DEEPLY COMMUNAL:

WE ARE ABOUT THE “BIG C” CHURCH:
The local church is the hope of the world and God’s Plan A.
There is no Plan B.

In what ways are you pursuing unity among believers?
WE WILL LIVE WITH RADICAL,
IRRATIONAL GENEROSITY:
We truly believe it is far better to give than to receive.

How are you living with open hands?

630.483.1000
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PC C VISIO N
& VA LU E S

WE ARE SPIRITUAL CONTRIBUTORS
NOT SPIRITUAL CONSUMERS:
The church does not exist primarily for us. We, as
believers, are the church and we exist for glory of God
and service to the world.

In what way are you contributing?
WE PURSUE HUMBLE AUTHENTICITY:
We seek to walk the talk pursuing love and gracious
honesty in all we do.

How do your words line up with your lifestyle?
WE ARE A PEOPLE OF PRAYERFUL DEPENDENCE:
Apart from God we can do nothing. We seek to better know
the Father’s heart through intentional and consistent times
of committed prayer.

Have you talked with God today?
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Worship is more than simply music or a gathering –
it is a way of life.

How is your life one that is marked by worship?
WE ARE DOOR-DARKENERS:
Instead of solely expecting others to “come and see” we
pledge to be present and active in our communities – living
out the “Great Commission and “Great Commandment”
wherever we are.

How can you be more fully present in your
spheres of influence?

PC C VISIO N
& VA LU E S

WE SEEK A LIFESTYLE OF WORSHIP:

WE ARE INTENTIONAL ABOUT PLAY AND REST:
Action must be accompanied by reflection, and reflection
by action. We are committed to playing and resting as a
community and as individuals.

How are you practicing Sabbath, restoration,
and recreation?

630.483.1000
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